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(57) Abstract: A folding portable terminal which can be changed into a de- 
sired shape depending on applications of functions such as a telephone, a digital 
camera, and the like. A folding portable terminal (1 ) comprises a case (10) with 
a display section (1 1) and a case (20) with an operating section (21), and the 
cases are foldably coupled through a hinge mechanism. The hinge mechanism 
comprises a first hinge section ( 12) fonncd by providing a first rotating shaft at 
substantially the center of the case (10) that can be rotated about the first rotat- 
ing shaft in the folding or unfolding direction relative to the case (20); a second 
hinge section (24) formed by providing a second rotating shaft at substantially 
the upper end part of the case (20) so as to be parallel to the first rotating shaft, 
the case (20) being rotated in the folding or unfolding direction relative to the 
case (10); and means (13a) for coupling both ends of the first rotating shaft 
and both ends of the second rotating shaft. The hinge mechanism enables the 
display section (1 1) and the operating section (21) to be folded without being 
faced each other, and a user can operate the operating section (21) or view the 
display section (1 1 ) in the folded state. 
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